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B-3260 - B-3263 1844-1851 
920-900 William St. (West side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

This side of William St. is improved by two long rows of two story plus 
attic, two bay wide brick houses with gable roofs, all of which are covered with 
formstone. 912 William St. has been enlarged and now is three stories in height 
with a shed roof. The first floor area of 920 William St. serves as a corner 
grocery. 914-920 William St. were built by John S. Gittings as part of his 
development of the southern section of this block; 900-912 William St. were probably 
built by William Harman, a local house carpenter, for Sophia Read, who owned 
the property. 
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This three story, two bay brick house with gable roof is part of the original 
group of gable roofed houses built along this side of William St. in the 1840's. 
The house has been covered with formstone and its first floor converted into a 
store-front. 

The house is three stories in height, 16' wide, and occupies a lot 80' deep. 
The house is two rooms deep with a two story plus attic, one bay wide and deep 
stair hall extension which connects the main house to a two story plus attic, two 
bay deep rear addition. There is also a later one story high, three bay deep 
section which not only extends back from the earlier addition but also extends 
south to border on the sidewalk,the entire length of both additions. The house 
was probably constructed in running bond, but both the William and Hamburg St. 
facades have been covered with formstone. The low-pitched gable roof had a two-
tier brick cornice which is now covered with formstone. There are double rectangular 
chimneys located along the south end of the house, on both the front and rear 
roof gables. There is also a double hooded chimney located at the north-west 
end of the rear addition. 

Because of the formstone covering the original treatment of the lintels and 
sills cannot, be determined. It appears, however, that the lintels were flat 
(either wood or splayed brick); the sills may have been the brick header sills 
that are now there. All of the window openings are filled with 1/1 double hung 
sash. The first floor has been converted into a shop-front, with a modern panel 
door located in the southernmost bay, flanked by a three-sided projecting bay, 
with five upper plate glass panels and a lower solid concrete area, set on a 
formstoned base. There is a projecting isinglass awning with a metal sign above. 
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See under 106-122 E. Hamburg St. 

This house, and the adjoining similar houses at 914-918 William St. were built by 
John S. Gittlngs as part of his development of the southern half of the block bounded 
by Light St., Hamburg St., William St., and Warren Ave. Like the other houses o.n 
Hamburg, this house was held by the Gittings family for rental income. Originally, 
the house was not a combination residential/commercial property as it is today, but 
•>urely a residence. 
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